
 
 

 
 

10. How do you make contacts as a church – eight 
ways 

By Theo Visser 

How can you as a church reach more people with the Good News? Prayer is of primary importance. 
Always put this on the agenda during the prayer time, but also when you do something else. Without 
prayer, without our heavenly Father, we can do nothing! 

At the same time, be varied in your approach. If you fish, you cast out your nets at different levels. 
Sometimes you use a fishing rod for one specific fish. You can reach all kinds of people in all kinds of ways. 

1 Alpha 
Organize an Alpha course each year. Invite the newcomers to the services. Let church members invite 
others. And advertise via internet/website/facebook. 

2 Missional communities 
Missional communities can be places where you are able to get close to modern people. You do not invite 
people to come to you, but you go to them, wherever they are.  

3 Services 
Target everything in the Sunday services towards seekers. People come because of the contagious life of 
Jesus’ followers; the best possible advertising. Personally hand out flyers. Use internet: social media, FB, 
the website. Have Christians from other churches bring their non-Christian friends.  

4 Lifestyle 
The church of Christ grew best by the contagious lifestyle of Jesus’ followers. This is exactly the point that 
Christians are not known for too well. Strife therefore for a life that is lived in freedom to the glory of God 
and in service to your fellow people. A life that is shared, a life that is celebrated, a life that is lived!  

 Accept no hypocrisy. Address things that are not right, with whomever and wherever. 
 Continuously equip one another to live as follower of Jesus. Discus the Sermon on the Mount, for 

instance. A follower of Jesus learns to live based on this.  
 

5 Missional team 
According to Ephesians 4 God gives evangelists to the church. Not everyone is an evangelist, but a number 
of people do have evangelistic gifts. Some say this pertains to 10% of all Christians. Find them, encourage 
them, train them and have them train others.  

 
6 Social involvement 
Social involvement is a very relevant way to bring the Good News into practice. Never contradict social 
work and preaching the Gospel, but see them as 2 wings that cannot work without one another. Social 
involvement is important, because in Jesus’ name we can really help people along. This has a lot of 
goodwill in society. We cannot blame people who do not know Jesus that they find difficulties with our 
missionary motives. But social involvement shows everybody by our deeds that we are followers of Jesus. 



 
 

 
 

Consider well whether you want to be active in prevention or in restoring. The first aspect is about 
preventing problems from happening, rather than fixing what went wrong (the second aspect). You could 
focus on difficulties in relationships by offering a course on child raising or a marriage course. Joint 
initiatives of other parties at the right time.  

7 Media 
Let yourself be heard via the media. Let the secular press hear about wonderful stories. 

Contextualization 
Continually reflect on the question how you are reaching your target group. For instance, form a task 
group contextualization that: 

 charts where the hindrances are, the things keeping people from the Gospel. You can 
regularly address those in your services. Devote a series of sermons on those. 

 makes a profile by way of surveys/internet what concerns people, what they are facing and 
where the inroads are to the Good News.  

 continually reflects on the question how we can approach modern people as close as 
possible. 

 

  


